
 

Curated News for String Musicians 

See our staff's favorite videos, instrument photos, links, bench pics, music news, 

concerts, customer pics, and even recipes. 

Have relevant content of your own? Email it to us and we may include it in our next 

newsletter. 

Do you know other musicians who are passionate about stringed instruments? 

Forward them our newsletter! 

 

In the News 

 

“Itzhak” a movie about Itzhak Perlman is coming out soon! See a preview:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lP439G8MQHo 

 

Tourte Bow Demolishes Price Records. Link to The Strad's article here: 

https://www.thestrad.com/news/tourte-bow-demolishes-price-records-in-french-

auction/7333.article 

 

Oldest American-made cello discovered in an attic in Pittsburgh. Adam found 

this recent story about this cello made in Bethlehem, PA in 1763, and recently 

purchased by a descendant of the maker. It also features friend of the shop, expert 



 

Phil Kass. http://www.mcall.com/news/local/bethlehem/mc-nws-moravian-john-

antes-cello-20180203-story.html  

 

Concerts 

 

 

Prometheus Chamber Orchestra 

Here’s a review of an orchestra that Thomas performs with in Philadelphia. It was a 

really special evening and our very own Elizabeth was quoted by the reviewer! 

Next concert is June 2nd! 

https://temple-news.com/orchestra-embedded-in-north-philadelphia/ 

 

Upcoming concerts: 

 

Our colleagues at Ottsville Traditional Arts Center north of Doylestown are 

sponsoring this Italian dance/concert with Il Quarteto Mitologico, March 25, at 3 

PM. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2114205988811861/?notif_t=event_calendar_cr

eate&notif_id=1519577305224382 

 

Our friends The Jaspar Quartet, a world-renowned ensemble, are 

playing a local concert at Chestnut Hill Quaker Meetinghouse on April 4th. 

http://www.jasperchamberconcerts.com/ 

http://www.jasperchamberconcerts.com/mission-statement/ 

 

Check out one of Thomas’ new favorite quartets. They are playing again in Philly in 

April. The Danish String Quartet, April 5th at the Kimmel Center. 

https://www.pcmsconcerts.org/concerts/danish-quartet/                            

Check out their video on YouTube: http://youtu.be/NdDNeMIvhIo 

 

 



 

From the Bench 

 

 

 

Bow Bugs 

If you open your case and it looks like your bow hair has exploded, it's probably 

bow bugs! Never use pest spray or moth balls, as the fumes can damage your 

nervous system. Use lavender or rosemary oil and follow these steps: 

https://www.wikihow.com/Get-Rid-of-Bow-Bugs. Step #2 has a typo: leave the 

VIOLIN CASE out in the sunlight--not the violin! (See damaged violin below.) 

 

If you have the stomach for it, here's a video of live bow bugs from our friends at 

The Violin Shop in Nashville. These are bugs are bigger than anything she's ever 

seen.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44tnKVZZhVc 

 

 

This is what happens when you leave your instrument in a hot car! 

 

 
 

Our luthier, Liz, took great care to restore this bubbled and matte varnish. 



 

 

Back to its original state! 

Humidity 

Warm weather is coming...as humidity rises you may notice it takes more turns to 

tighten your bow. Yes, your hair IS actually stretching. If the space between your 

thumb leather and frog gets longer than the width of your pinkie finger, it's time to 

shorten or re-hair your bow. If not, you may strip the adjuster's eyelet. 

 

For an in-depth discussion on humidifying and dehumidifying your environment 

and/or instrument, here is a thoughtful article by violin maker David Burgess that 

Liz found: http://www.burgessviolins.com/humidity.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Corner Restoration 

 

 

Liz did a fantastic job replacing the corner on this cello. 

 

 

  



 

From the Front Desk 

 

 

Juliana writes: How we keep ourselves fed and happy at work: 

http://runningonrealfood.com/vegan-meal-prep-ideas-3-buddha-bowls/ 

 

 

 

Joe's picks for albums of the month: 

 

Ryuichi Sakamoto and friends: 1996 

Features some of Sakamoto's most popular songs presented in the format of a 

classical string trio. This touching album finds life today as notable features on 

modern film scores. 

 

Dalian Rowland, Priya Mitchell, Julian Arp, Luis Magalhaes: The Korngold 

Project Part 1 

Erich Korngold is one of the composers primarily responsible for the symphonic 

filmscore.  The piece is widely regarded by musicians and composers alike as a 

landmark in his style of style, convention, and harmony.  



 

 

Haruka Nakamura: Twilight 

Haruka Nakamura is a modern electronic artist fluent in the articulate 

soundscape crafted by composers like Toru Takemitsu and Seiji Ozawa. He 

has a beautifully crafted audiovisual biography on his 

website: https://www.harukanakamura.com/biography/ 

  



 

Philly's Cutest Violin Shop Dog, Winnie 

 

 

 
Winnie the shop dog and Adam 

  



 

The friendliest violin shop in Philadelphia! 

 

 

 Violins & bows for students and professionals 

 Affordable, high-quality instrument rentals 

 Expert repairs and restorations 

 Excellent customer service 

Make an appointment here  

 

 

 


